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40 years 
of 
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Worldwide trends in the Human Development Index, 1970 - 2010
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Diversity of paths
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A new lens on development success

Top movers in HDI, 1970 – 2010
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Improvements in 

HDI Nonincome HDI Income

1 Oman Oman China

2 China Nepal Botswana

3 Nepal Saudi Arabia South Korea

4 Indonesia Libya Hong Kong, China 

5 Saudi Arabia Algeria Malaysia

6 Lao PDR Tunisia Indonesia

7 Tunisia Iran Malta

8 South Korea Ethiopia Viet Nam

9 Algeria South Korea Mauritius

10 Morocco Indonesia India

A new lens on development success

Top movers in HDI, nonincome HDI and GDP, 1970 – 2010



A new lens on development success

Top movers in HDI, 1990 – 2010

1990-2010 2000-2010

1 China Afghanistan

2 Rwanda Ethiopia

3 Bangladesh Rwanda

4 Lao PDR Azerbaijan

5 Viet Nam Burkina Faso

6 Uganda Mali

7 Cambodia Cambodia

8 India Mozambique

9 Nepal Uganda

10 Benin China



Growth doesn’t always come with human 
development – even over 40 years



Beyond the HDI: Good things don’t 
always come together

EMPOWERMENT                  ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY 
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HDI losses from inequality largest in 
low HDI countries

Loss in HDI due to multidimensional inequality, selected  Asian countries
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Large losses due to gender inequality, 
especially in low HDI countries
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Comparing losses: IHDI and GII
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Globally, more MPI poor than income poor
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